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FIRST INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 
However, copies of the listed U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications are not 
enclosed since it is no longer required according to the July 1 1 , 2003 waiver of the 
requirement for copies of cited U.S. patents and U.S. patent application publications in 
national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003 and international applications entering 
the national stage under 35 U.S.C. § 371 after June 30, 2003. 

The documents are being submitted after a first Office Action on the merits but prior 
to the closing of prosecution, therefore under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c), the fee set forth in 
37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is enclosed. 

A fee of $180.00 (1806) as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p) is enclosed. 

Also submitted is a copy of a Search Report issued in corresponding International 
Application No. PCT/EP/03/1 1074, mailed on February 26, 2004. 

With regard to the documents cited in the International Search Report, Applicants 
note the following U.S. or English language equivalents thereof: 



EP 1 043 357 



WO 02/031041 



US 2004/051210; E 
US 6,890,981 
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EP 0 864 605 = US 5,914,364 

FR2 804 121 = US 6,984,689 

WO 02/053827 = US 6,766,841 

WO 02/092680 = US 2004/0092647. 

Applicants further note that the U.S. equivalents of the remaining cited documents are 
as follows: 

EP 0 680 997 = US 5,650,457 

FR2 823 215 = US 2004/0132880. 

To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the attached form PTO-1449. It is 
respectfully requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this form be returned to the 
undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Buchanan Ingersoll PC 



Date March 23. 2006 By: 



George F. Lesmes 
Registration No. 19,995 

P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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